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Early College Start Options

In our efforts to continue support for the high school Biotechnology Program, ACC is providing the following options to school districts interested in offering the yearlong Introduction to Biotechnology course. It can be offered either as a dual college credit course, a hybrid of dual college credit and credit- in-escrow, or solely as a credit-in-escrow course.

The benefits of offering the course for college credit are as follows: 

1. As necessary, ACC provides consumable supplies, equipment and professional development 

2. ACC helps with student recruitment at your school

3. Teachers are provided with curriculum 

4. Additional instructional support in a the form of guest lectures can be arranged as well as field trips to local companies

5. Access to professional development provided by other nationally recognized organizations (e.g. Biotech Institute, Cold Spring Harbor) is provided

The specific requirements are:

1. To take the course for college credit, students will need to pass the math, reading and writing portions of the TSI test.  If you are offering the hybrid course, then only students who want to take the course for college credit have to pass the tests. There are TSI examptions:

They can be exempt from TSI with any of the below
College Readiness Testing Exemptions*: 
TAKS (11th): ELA 2200 AND 3+ Essay, Math 2200 

ACT: Composite 23; 19 English, 19 math 

PLAN: Composite 23; 19 English, 19 math 

PSAT: 107 Combined CR & M; 50 critical reading, 50 math 

SAT: 1070 Combined CR & M; 500 critical reading, 500 math 

STAAR: English III – Level 2; Algebra II – Level 2 
2. The teacher will have to meet SACs requirements for teaching a workforce course at ACC and ACC’s criteria for adjunct faculty. This criteria essentially means the teacher needs to have a Master degree in a science area or 18 graduate hours in a science area, attend the annual safety training, turn in a portfolio as required, and obtain the minimum amount of professional development training (i.e. ISD professional development training will suffice).

3. The ISD will pay the teacher’s salary and there will be no change in scheduling, ACC will schedule the course to match your decision of time.  The course will be listed in the ACC semester course schedule, however, only the students at your high school will be allowed to enroll in the course.  

4. The teacher must attend the BITC 1411 Introduction to Biotechnology course in the year prior to the 1st year they teach or have equivalent experience.  The teacher will also be held responsible for any ACC requirements for Science faculty.  

Please contact me if you would like to discuss this further.  

I may be contacted at 512-223-5915 (sspulock@austincc.edu) or 512-223-5912 (linneaf@austincc.edu)

.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Spurlock, Administrative Assistant and 

Linnea Fletcher, Dept Chair, Biotechnology

Austin Community College

3401 Webberville Rd.

Austin, TX  78702

BITC 1411 INTRODUCTION TO BIOTECHNOLOGY (3-2-3).


An introduction to biotechnology including career exploration, history and applications of DNA/RNA technology molecular biology, bioethics, and laboratory safe practices.  The course is supplemented with laboratory exercises, demonstrations and field trips that illustrate the basic techniques of biotechnology including laboratory topics and finally the course concludes with a consideration of bioethical issues relating to this powerful new technology.  One year of high school chemistry or one semester of college chemistry or equivalent.  








